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Area 
The area of Western and Nyanza covers the Western and Nyanza provinces and is in Phase 1. 
General rules for the area 
 Never travel after 1800 hours. If you MUST travel, you obtain approval from your Theme 
Director. 
 Ensure that you are always back at your base or overnight location until dawn at the earliest. 
 If you must depart your base or overnight location during early morning, ensure that you have 
reported your plan to the ILRI Control room. 
 Movements during the night in the towns are strongly discouraged. If it is extremely urgent, 
always ensure you are accompanied by another person and/or seek advice from the local police 
before movement. 
 Do not carry large sums of money when shopping and do not wear expensive jewellery etc. 
 Do not accept food and drink from strangers; visitors have known to be drugged and then 
robbed. 
Road travel 
Travel times and distances 
Nairobi - Kisumu 350 km - 6 hours 
Kisumu - Kakamega 50 km - 1 hour 
Kisumu – Busia 138 km – 2 hours 
Kisumu – Homa Bay 165 km – 2 hours 
Kisumu - Kisii 113 km – 1.5 hours 
Kisumu – Migori 195 km – 2.5 hours 
Webuye – Eldoret 53 km – 1 hour 
Eldoret - Malaba 133 km – 2 hours 
Use of “field vehicles” - four-wheel drive vehicles fitted with HF radios, in addition to cell phones 
and/or Satellite phones. 
Driving 
Apart from the main roads connecting the major towns like Kisumu, Kakamega, Busia, Homa Bay, 
Malaba and Webuye, most of the roads in Western and Nyanza are dry weather, dirt roads. During the 
rainy season they may be difficult to drive through. Therefore, 
 Always drive defensively, expecting the worst and from the most unlikely sources. 
 Never drive a Vehicle when under the influence of Alcohol or any other intoxicant. If travelling 
out of major towns and away from the main (paved) roads, use properly equipped field vehicles. 
 Always ensure that your vehicle is in good condition. 
 Take essential spares, some food and water. 
 Note that Non-ILRI Staff are not normally allowed to travel in official ILRI vehicles. If they have to 
travel in the Vehicle, they must sign a disclaimer. 
Security 
The main security concerns in the area traditionally centered around Mount Elgon area where the 
Sabaot Land Defence Force (SLDF) was responsible for killings /harassment of civilians before they were 
effectively dismantled by Kenyan security forces in 2008. However, occasional cattle rustling near the 
Tanzanian border is a perennial problem. Common crime could also be experienced both in towns and 
along the connecting roads. During previous elections, the region experienced a high degree of political 
tension and associated civil unrest. Significant, if occasional hazards especially road traffic accidents, 
flooding, malaria and other health hazards may also be experienced 
Theft 
When at a hotel/guest house ensure that you keep briefcases, handbags and small luggage with you as 
these items are attractive and have been stolen from staff while busy. Always ensure that items which 
are attractive and valuable are kept out of sight. 
Hotels 
The region has many good hotels and staff on mission may get valuable advice from ILRI Housing Unit. 
Arguably the best hotel in Kisumu is Imperial Hotel 
Imperial Hotel Off Achieng Oneko Road, Tel:  +254 57 2020002, Email: info@imperialhotel.co.ke 
Useful phone numbers 
Emergency Numbers: 
ILRI Control Room – 4223362, 0728 970722, 0733 634907 
Police Emergency Service 999 
Diplomatic Police Unit 0716 000559/0731170666 
Hospitals: 
Nyanza Provincial Hospital (057) 202 08 01/2/3 
Aga Khan Hospital, Kisumu (057) 2020005 
Kisii District Hospital (058) 2 04 73 
Kakamega General Hospital (056) 3 11 10 
 
Further information or assistance 
ILRI Kenya Security Helpdesk 
+254 20 4223000/3362, +254 728 970 722, +254 733 634 907 
ilrikenyasecurity@cgiar.org 
 
